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x E all of us com- 
plain of the fhort- 
nefs of time, faith 
Seneca, and yet have 
Wa). much more than we 
Gz know what to do 
nN >with. Our lives, 
fays he, are fpent either in doing 
nothing at all, or in doing nothing 
to the purpofe, or in doing nothing 
that we ought todo: We are al- 
ways complaining our days are few, 
pe acting as though there would 
be no a of them. That noble 
philofopher has defcribed our in- 
confiftency with ourfelves in this 
particular, by all thofe various turns 
of expreffion and thought which are 
peculiar to his writings. . 

I often confider mankind as 
wholly inconfiftent with itfelf in a 
point that bears fome affinity to the 
former. Though we feem grieved 
at the fhortnefs of life in general, 
we are wifhing every period of it at 
anend. The minor longs to be at 
age, then to be a man ot bufinefs, 
m ad to make up an eftate, then to 
arrive at honours, then to retire. 
Thus, although the whole of life 
is allowed by every one to be fhort, 
the fevera!l divifions of it appear 
long and tedious. We are for 
lengthening our fpan in general, 
but would fain contraét the parts 
of which it is compofed. The 
ufurer would be very well fatisfied 
to have all the time annihilated that 
lies between the prefent moment 
and next quarter day. The politi- 
cian would be contented to lote 
three years in his life, could he 
place things in the pofture which he 
fancies they will ftand in after fuch 





a revolution of time. The lover 
would be glad to ftrike out of his 
exiftence all the moments that are 
to pals away before the happy meet- 
ing. ‘Thus, as faft as our time 
runs, we fhould be very glad in 
moft parts of our lives that it ran 
much fafter than it does. Several 
hours of the day hang upon our 
hands; nay, we with away whole 
years, and travel through time as 
through a country filled with many 
wild and empty waftes, which we 
would fain hurry over, that we may 
arrive at thofe feveral little fettle- 
ments Or imaginary points of reft 
which are diiperfed up and down 
in It. 

If we may divide the life of moft 
men into twenty parts, we fhall find 
that at leaft nineteen of them are 
mere gaps and chafms, which are 
neither filled with pleafure nor bu- 
finefs. I do not however include 
in this calculation the life of thofe 
men who are in a perpetual hurry 
of affairs, but of thofe only who 
are not always engaged in fcenes of 
action ; andl heanl 
unacceptable piece of fervice to 
thefe perfons, if I point out to them 
certain methods for the filling up 
their empty fpaces of life. The 
methods I thall propofe to them are 
as follows : 

The firft is the exercife of virtue, 
in the moft. general acceptation of 
the word. ‘That particular fcheme 
which comprehends the focial vir- 
tues, may give employment to the 
mott induftrious temper, and find a 
man in bufinefs more than the mott 
active ftation of life. To advife 
the ignorant, relieve the needy, 
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338 Direéions hows to 


comfort the afflifted, are duties that 
fall in our way almoft every day © 

our lives. A man has frequent op- 
portunities of mitigating the fierce- 
nefs of a party ; of doing juftice to 
the character of a deferving man ; 
of foftening the envious, quieting 
the angry, and reétifying the preju- 
diced ; which are all of them em- 
ployments fuited to a reafonable 
nature, and bring great fatisfaction 
to the perfon who can bufy himfelf 


in them with difcretion. 


here is another kind of virtue 
that may find employment for thofe 
retired hours in which we are alto- 
gether left to ourfelves, and defti- 
tute of company and converfation ; 
mean that intercourfe and com- 
munication which every reafonable 
creature ought to maintain with the 
great Author of his pony The 
man who lies under an habitual 
fenfe of the divine prefence, keeps 
up a perpetual cheartalnefs of tem- 
per, and enjoys every moment the 
fatisfaction of thinking himfelf in 
company with the deareft and beft 
of friends. The time never lies 
heavy upon him; it is impofhble 
for him to be alone. His thoughts 
and paffions are the moft bufied at 
fuch hours when thofe of other 
men are the moit unaétive : He no 
fooner fteps out of the world, but 
his heart burns with devotion, fwells 
with hope, and triumphs in the con- 
fcioufnefs of that prefence which 
every where furrounds him ; or, on 
the contrary, pours out its fears, 
its forrows, its apprehenfions, to 
the great Supporter of its exif- 
tence. 
I have here only confidered the 
neceflity of a man’s being virtuous, 


‘ that he may have fomething to do; 


but if we confider further, that the 
exercife of virtue is not only an 
amufement for the time it lafls, but 
that its influence extends to thofe 
parts of our exiftence which lie be- 
yond the grave, and that our whole 
eternity is to take its colour from 
thofe hours which we here employ 
in virtue or in vice, the argument 
redoubles upon us, for putting in 
practice this method of pafling away 
our time, 


Spend our Time. 


When a man has but a little 
ftock to improve, and has opporte- 
nities of turning it all te good ac- 
count, what fhall we think of him 
if he fuffers nineteen parts of it to 
lie dead, and perhaps employs even 
the twentieth to his ruin or difad- 
vantage ? But becaufe the mind 
cannot be always in its fervour, nor 
{trained up to a pitch of virtue, -it 
is neceflary to find out proper em- 
ployments for it in its relaxations. 

The next method therefore that J 
would propofe to fill up our time, 
fhould be ufeful and innocent diver- 
fions. I muft confefs I think it is 
below reafonable creatures to be 
altogether converfant in fuch diver- 
fions as are merely innocent, and 
have nothing elfe to recommend 
them but that there is no hurt in 
them. Whether any kind of game- 
ing has even thus much to {fay for 
itfelf, I fhall not determine ; ten I 
think it is very wonderful to fee 
perfons of the beft fenfe paifing 
away adozen hours together in fhut- 
fling a pack of cards, with no other 
converiation but what is made up of 
a few game phrafes, and no other 
ideas but thofe of black and red 
{pots ranged together in different 
figures. Would not a man laugh 
to hear any one of his fpecies com- 
plaining that life is fhort ? 

The ftage might be made a perpe- 
tual fource of the moft noble and 
ufeful entertainments, were it un- 
der proper regulations. 

But the mind never unbends it- 
felf fo agreeably as in the conver- 
fation of a well - chofen friend. 
There is indeed no bleffing of life 
that is any way comparable to the 
enjoyment of a difcreet and virtu- 
ous friend. It eafesand unloads the 
mind, clears and improves the un- 
derftanding, engenders thoughts and 
knowledge, animates virtue and 
good refolution, fooths and allays 
the paffions, and finds employment 
for moft of the vacant hours of life, 

Next to fuch an intimacy with a 
particular perfon, one would endea - 
vour after a more general conver{a- 
tion with fuch as are ableto enter- 
tain and improve thofe with whom 
they converie, which are qualifica- 
tions that feldom go afunder. 
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There are many other ufeful 
amufements of life, which one 
would endeavour to multiply, that 
one might on all occafions have re- 
courfe to fomething, rather than 
fuffer the mind to lie idle, or run 
adrift with any paffion that chances 
to rife in it. 

A man that has a tafte in mufic, 
painting, or architecture, is like 
one that has another fenfe, when 
compared with fuch as have no re- 
lith of thofe arts. The florift, the 
planter, the gardener, the hufband- 
man, when they are only as ac- 
complifhments to the man of for- 
tune, are great reliefs to a countr 
life, and many ways ufeful to thole 
who are poflefied of them. 


Fatal Effects of fafbionable Levities 
aemplited in eke of Flavilla. 


[ Continued from page 332-] 


FULAVILLA now refolved to 
move in a lefs circle, and with 
more circumfpection. In the mean 
time her little boy, whom fhe 
fuckled, grew very faft; and ix 
could no longer be known by his 
appearance, that he had been born 
too foon. His mother frequently 
gazed at him till her eyes over- 
flowed with tears ; and though her 
pleafures were now become domef- 
tic, yet fhe feared left that which 
had produced fhould deftroy them. 
After much deliberation, fhe deter- 
mined that fhe would conceal the 
child’s age from its father; be- 
lieving it prudent to prevent a fuf- 
picion, whith, however ill founded, 
it might be difficult to remove, as 
her juflification would depend 
wholly upon the teftimony of her 
dependents ; and her mother’s and 
her own would neceffarily become 
doubtful, when every one would 
have reafon to conclude, that it 
would ftill have been the fame, fup- 
pofing the contrary to have been 
true. 

Such was the ftate of Flavilla’s 
mind, and her little boy was fix 
months old, when Mercator re- 
turned. She received him with 
joy, indeed, but it was mixed with 
a vifible confufion; their meeting 


was more tender, but on her part 
it was lefs chearful; fhe fmiled 
with inexpreflible complacency, but 
at the fame time the tears gufhed 
from her eyes, and fhe was feized 
with an univerfal tremor. Merca- 
tor caught the infection; and ca- 
reffed firft his Flavilla, and then his 
boy, with an excefs of fondnefs and 
delight that before he had never 
exprefled. The fight of the child 
made him more than ever with a 
reconciliation with his father ; and 
having heard at his firit landing 
that he was dangeroufly ill, he de- 
termined to go immediately and at- 
tempt to fee him, promifing that 
he would return to fupper. He 
had, in the mid of his careffes, 
more than once enquired the age of 
his fon, but the queition had been 
always evaded; of which, how- 
ever, be took no notice, nor did it 
produce any fufpicion. 

He was now hafting to enquire 
after his father; but as he pafled 
through the hall, he was officioufly 
laid hold of by his landlady. He 
was not much difpofed to enquire 
how fhe had fulfilled his charge ; 
but perceiving by her looks that the 
had fomething to communicate, 
which was at Teaft in her ownopi- 
nion of importance, he fuffered her 
to take him into her parlour. She 
immediately fhut the door, and re- 
minded him that fhe had under- 
taken an office with reluétance 
which he had prefied upon her, 
andthat fhe had done nothing in it 
to which he had not bound her bya 
promite ; that fhe was extremely 
forry to communicate her difcovee 
ries; but that he was a worthy 

entleman, and, indeed, ought to 

now them. She then told him, 

** that the child was born within 
‘© lefs than eight months after his 
¢¢ Jatt return from abroad ; that it 
‘© was faid to have come before its 
‘¢ time, but that having prefled to 
‘* fee it, fhe was refufed.” This, 
indeed, was true, and confirmed the 
ood woman in her fufpicion ; for 

‘avilla, who had ftill refented the 
freedom which fhe had taken in 
her remonttrance, had kept her ata 
great diftance ; and the {orvants, to 
evatify the mittrefs, (treated her 
Tt2 with, 
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with the utmdit infolence and con- 
tempt. 

At this relation Mercator turned 
pale. Henow recollected, that his 
queftion concerning the child’s 

irth had been evaded ; and con- 
cluded, that he had been fhedding 
ters of tendernefs and joy overa 
ftrumpet and a baftard, who had 
robbed him of his patrimony, his 
honour, and his peace. He ftarted 
up with the furious wildneis of 
fudden phrenzy ; but fhe with great 
difficulty prevailed upon him not to 
leave the room. He fat down, and 
remained fome time motionleis, 
with his-eyes fixed on the ground, 
and his hands locked in each other. 
tn proportion as he believed his 
wife to be guilty, his tendernels for 
his father revived ; and he refolved, 
with yet greater zeal, to profecute 
his purpofe of immediately attempt- 
ing a reconciliation. ; 

n this ftate of confufion and dif- 
trefs, he went to his houfe ; where 
he learned that his father had died 
early in the morning, and that his 
relations were then affembled to 
read his will. Fulvius, a brother 
of Mercator’s mother, with whom 
he had always been a favourite, 
happening to pafs from dne room to 
another, heard his voice. He ac- 
cofted him with great ardour of 
friendfhip ; and, foothing him with 
expreflions of condolence and af- 
fection. infifted to introduce him 
to the company. Mercator tacitly 
confented : He was received at leait 
with civility by his brothers, and 
fitting down among them, the will 
was read. He feemed to liften like 
the reft; but was, indeed, mufing 
over the ftory which he had juit 
heard, and lott in the {peculation of 
his own wretchednefs. He awaked 
as from a dream, when the voice of 
the perfon who had been reading 
was iufpended ; and finding that he 
could no longer contain himfelf, he 
fiarted up and wou!d have left the 
company. : 

Of the will which had been read be- 
fore him, he knew nothing: But his 
uncle believing that he was moved 
with grief and refentment at the 
manner in which he had been men- 
tioned in it, and the bequeft only of 


a fhilling took him into another 
room; and, to apologize for his 
father’s unkindnefs, told him, that 
“‘ the refentment which he ex- 
preffed at his marriage, was every 
day increafed by the condué& of 
his wife, whofe charaéter was 
now become notorioufly infa- 
“¢ mous ; for that ‘he had been feen 
‘** at the lodgings of a known prof- 
titute, with whom fhe appeared 
to be well acquainted.” - This 
account threw Mercator into ano- 
ther agony ; from which he was, 
however, at length recovered by his 
uncle, who, as the only expedient 
by which he could retrieve his mif- 
fortune, and footh his diftrefs, pro- 
p< fed that he fhould no more return 
to his lodgings, but go home with 
him; and that he would himielf 
take fuch meafures with his wife, as 
could fcarce fail of inducing her to 
accept a feparate maintenance, af- 
fume another name, and trouble 
him no more. Mercator, in the 
bitterncfs of his affli€tion, confent- 
ed to this propofal, and they went 
away together. 

Mercator, in the mean time, was 
expected by Flavilla with the moft 
tender impatience. She had put 
her little boy to bed, and decorated 
a {mall room in which they had 
been ufed to fup by themfelves, and 
which fhe had fhut up in his ab- 
fence ; fhe counted the moments as 
they pafied, and liftened to every 
carriage and every fiep that the 
heard. Supper was now ready ; 
her impatience was increafed ; ter- 
ror was at length mingled with re- 

ret, and her fondne{s was only bu- 
fied to afflict her; fhe wifhed, fhe 
feared, fhe accufed, the apologized, 
and fhe wept. In the height of 
thefe eager expetations, and this 
tender diitrefs, fhe received a billet 
which Mercator had been perfuaded 
by his uncle to write, in which he 
upbraided her in the ftrongeft terms 
with abufing his confidence, and 
difhonouring his bed : ‘* Of this,’”” 
he faid, ‘* he had now obtained 
‘** fufEcient proof to do juftice to 
** himfelf, and that he was deter< 
** mined to fee her no more.”’ 

To thofe, whofe hearts have not 
already acquainted them with.the 


agony 
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agony which feized Flavilla upon 
the fight of this billet, all attempts 
to deicribe it would be not only in- 
effectual but abfurd. Having paf- 
fed the night without fleep, and the 
next day without food, difappoint- 
ed in every attemptto difcover what 
was become of Mercator, and 
doubting if the fhould have found 
him, whether it would be poilible 
to convince him of her innocence ; 
the violent agitatation of her mind 
produced a flow fever, which, before 
fhe confidered it as a difeafe, fhe 
communicated tothe child while fhe 
cherifhed itat her bofom, and wept 
over it as an orphan, whofe life fhe 
was fuftaining with her own. 

After Meecator had been abfent 
about ten days, his uncle, having 
perfuaded him to accompany fome 
friends to a country feat at the dif- 
tance of near fixty miles, went to 
his lodgings, in order to difcharge 
the rent, and try what terms he 
could make with Flavilla, whom he 
hoped to intimidate with threats 
of a profecution and divorce; but 
when he came, he found that Fla- 
villa was finking very faft under her 
difeafe, and that the child was dead 
already. The woman of the houfe, 
into whofe hands fhe had juit put 
her repeating watch and fome other 
ornaments as a fecurity for her rent, 
was fo touched with her diftrefs, 
and io firmly perfuaded of her in- 
nocence by the manner in which 
fhe had addreffed her, and the calm 
folemnity with which fhe abfolved 
thofe by whom fhe bad been tra- 
duced, that as foon as fhe difcover- 
ed Fulvius’s bufinefs, fhe threw here 
felf on her knees, and intteated, 
that if he knew where Mercator 
was to be found, he would urge 
him to return, that if poffible the 
life of Flavilla might be preferved, 
and the happinefs of both be re- 
itored by her juftification. Fulvius, 
who ftill fufpeé&ted appearances, or 
at leaft was in doubt of the caufe 
that had produced them, would not 
difcover his nephew; but after 
much entreaty and expoftulation at 
laft engaged upon his honour for 
the conveyance of a letter. The 
woman, as foon as fhe had obtain- 
ed this promiic, ran up and com- 


municated it to Flavilla; whos 
when fhe had recovered from the 
furprize and tumult which it occa- 
fioned, was fupported in her bed, 
and in about half an hour, after 
many efforts and many intervals, 
wrote a fhort billet, which was 
fealed and put into the hands of 
Fulvius. 

Fulvius immediately inclofed and 
difpatched it by the poit, refolving 
that, in a queilion fo doubtful and 
of fuch importance, he would no 
farther interpofe. Mercator, who 
the moment he catt his eye upon the 
letter knew both the hand and feal, 
after paufing a few moments in fuf- 
penfe, at length tore it open, and 
read thefe words : : | 
‘ Such has been my folly, that, 
perhaps, I fhould not be acquitted 
of guilt in any circumftances, but 
thofe in which [ write. Idonot, 
therefore, but for your fake, with 
them other than they are. The 
dear infant, whofe birth has un- 
done me, mow lies dead at my 
fide, a victim to my indifcretion 
and your refentment. lam fcarce 
able to guide my pen. But I moft 
earneftly intreat to fee you, that 
you may at leaft have the fatisfac- 
tion to hear me atteft my inno- 
cence with the laft figh, and feal 
our reconciliation on my lips, 
while they are yet fenfible of the 
impreflion.’ 

Mercator, whom an earthquake 
would lefs have affeéted than this 
letter, felt all his tendernefs revive 
in a moment, and refieéted with un- 
utterable anguifh upon the rathneis 
of his refentment. At the thought 
of his diftance from London, he 
ftarted as if he had felt a dagger in 
his heart: He lifted up his eyes to 
Heaven, with a look that exprefled 
at once an accufation of himfelf 
and a petition for her; and then 
rufhing out of the houfe, without 
‘taking leave of any, or ordering a 
fervant to attend him, he took poit 
horfes at a neighbouring inn, and 
in lefs than fix hours was in Leicef- 
ter-fields. But notwithilanding his 
fpeed, he arrived too late; Flavilla 
had fuffered the laft agony, and her 
eyes could behold him no more. 
Grief and difappointment, -— 
an 
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and defpair now totally fubverted 
his reafon. It became neceflary to 
remove him by force from the body ; 
and after acofinement oftwo years 
in a mad-houfe, he died. 

May every lady, on whofe memo- 

compaflion fhall record thefe e- 
vents, tremble to afume the levity of 
Flavilla ; for, perhaps, itis in the 
power of no man, in Mercator’s cir- 
cumitances, to be lefs jealous than 
Mercator. 


From the Gazetteer. 
To the PRINTER. &. 


PPHE inclofing the open fieldsisnow 

become very common in this & 
many other parts of England, & is 
certainly advantageous to the prin- 
cipal land owners ; and, in lordthips 
where there is much common or 
wafte land, the whole community 
mav reap benefit from this fafhiona- 
ble prevailing cuftom, but the pre- 
fent accepted plan of inclofing, will 
(in my humble opinion) be tound 
of pernicious, if not ruinous confe- 
quence to the occupiers of thofe 
lands in particular, and to the na- 
tion in general; tor though fome 
individuals are enriched, yeta far 
greater number of families are hurt 
and ruined by it, and drove out in- 
to other countries (fome in the de- 
cline of life) to feek bread for them- 
felves and families, either by too 
high rents, or by confolidating two, 
three, or more farms intoone, which 
are both toocommon, andmerit the 
duc attention of every perfon who 
has an eftate of his own, or is en- 
trufted with the care of one, in- 
clofed, or to be inclofed. I have 
been concerned in inc!ofures, both 
as furveyor and commiffioner, and 
acknowledge it is a profitable em- 
ployment; therefore I have the 
more hopes I fhall not be accufed as 
an enemy to this practice: No, I 
hike the fcheme, and do fincerely 
wifh that every open field in the 
kingdom was to be divided and en- 
clofed under certain regulations ; and 
that every nobleman and gentle- 
man, pofieffed of large (fome very 
large) traéts-of common, unculti- 
vaied ground, would (initead of 


layink out his thoufands yearly on 
coitly play things) divide into farms 
of different fizes, every acre of fuch 
ground, build houfes and other 
conveniencies for inhabitants, give 
public invitations to people to {et- 
tle upon them, grant them leafes at 
low rents, help the induftrious and 
indigent with money or goods, and 
find the labouring part of them 
with conftant employment, in mak- 
ing roads eafy and fafe for paflen- 
gers over fteep hills and vallies ; 
making plantations of all kinds of 
ufeful woods, and feeking in the 
bowels of the earth for the inexhau- 
itible riches providence has there 
depofited in fuch places as they are 
wanted ; purfuits like thefe would 
be noble, as well as beneficial; to 
be emulous, would be truly com- 
mendable, and would make their 
names more glorious to pofterity 
thanail the marble of Egyptor Italy, 
with the moft flattcring infcriptions. 
What adifference would then ap- 
pear in the face of things ! how 
would the fcene bechanged! Let any 
confiderate man take an impartial 
view of the opulent, thofe ftewards 
of God’s extraordinary bleffings, and 
what will he behold, (I {peak in 
general) a proud of figures in full 
cry after momentary happinefs, and 
itis purfued in as many different 
fhapes as the vain mind of man can 
imagine or invent ; houfes, furniture, 
gardens, walks, canals, temples, 
{tables like palaces, hounds, ken- 
nels, hunters, race-horfes, drefs, 
equipage, plays, operas and gaming, 
which 1s covetoufnefs, coniequently 
idolatry (not to mention the more 
glaring errors of the vicious) are 
things which numbers perfue with 
heart, mind, foul ftrength, and 
purfe; fpending a whole life to 
excel in, and are obliged to die 
mortified at lat, becaufe they can- 
not find real happinefs inany of them, 
even when they have, likea Solo- 
man, outdone all others. One joins 
the minority, another its oppofite ; 
one profeffes himfelf in this intereit, 
another in that. Let them fhew 
themfelves in the intereft of their 
King and country by their adions, 
otherwife they will gain no more 
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credit with me, thana man who in a battle, do you get nothing hy it? 


the heat of a fox chace, calls out 
aloud, ** I am doing this to the 
praife and glory of God ;” Nor do 
they any more deferve the honoura- 
ble title of, ‘* Friends to their 
«* Country,” than a_chimney- 
fweeper does a bifhoprick, becaufe 
he wears a black coat. 


Humourcus Letter froma Perfian to 
his Friend, on the Hardfbips of the 
Englith Soldéery. 


A® I was walking in the fields 
near this city the other morn- 
ing, adifbanded foldier fomewhat in 
years implored my charity, and to 
excite my compaffion bared his bo- 
fom, on which were the {cars of 
many wounds, all received in the 
fervice of his country. I gladly re- 
lieved his wants, and being defi- 
rous to inform myfelf of every 
thing, fell into difcourfe with him 
on the war in which he had ferved. 
He told me he had been prefent at 
the taking of ten or twelve ftrong 
towns, and had a fhare in the dan- 
ger and glory of almoft as many 
victories. How then, faid I, comes it 
to pafs that thou art laid afide? Thy 
ftrength is indeed in its decline, but 
not yet wafted ; and, I fhould think 
that experience would well fupply 
the lofs of youth. Alas! Sir, an- 
fwered he, | have a good heart and 
tolerable limbs, but I want three 
or four inches more of ftature : | am 
brave and able enough, thank God, 
but not quite handfome enough for 
a foldier. 

How then didft thou ferve fo long, 
returned I? In Flanders, Sir, faid 
he, there were fome thouiands fuch 
ill-looking fellows, who did very 
well in a day of battle, but wou’d 
make no figure at a review.—lIt ap- 
pears to me very ftrange, replied I, 
that thou fhouldeft be poor after 
fighting fo many years with fuch 
great fuccefs. ‘The plunder of a 
fingle town in the Eatt is enough to 
enrich every foldier that help’d to 
take it. Plunder! Sir, faid he, we 
have no fuch term inthe modern 
artof war. We fight for fix-pence 
a day.--But when you have gained 


Yes, faid he, we have the advantage 
to go on and befiege a town.—Ay, 
then, my honeit lad, comes your 
harveft,—Then, Sir, replied he, it 
defends itfelf till we are half of us 
deftroyed; and, when it can hold 
out no longer, it capitulates ; that 
is, every burgher faves his houfe, 
and every ioldier carries off his 
baggage.---But what becomes of the 
conquering army ?—-Why the con- 
quering army has the pleafure to 
befiege another town, which capi- 
tulates alfo; and at the end of the 
campaign it goes into quarters.--- 
But when you enter an enemy’s 
country, don’t you raife contribu- 
tions ?-----' The generals do, anfwer- 
ed he, but military difcipline allows 
no part of it to the common {oldi- 
ers ; they have juft a fix-pence a 
day as they had before. 

Here ended our converfation ; 
and I repeat it to thee, as one of 
the moft extraordinary novelties I 
have met with in Europe. That 
armies, mercenary armies, fhould be 
led on from battle to battle, from 
fiege to fiege, without any thing to 
animate them but the hopes of a 
barren reputation, and a pay which 
is barely a fubfiftence; that they 
fhould be made to look upon the 
property of theirenemies as facred 
and inviolable ; that they fhould re- 
turn from a victorious campaign no 
richer than they fet out, and take 
the field next year with as much ala- 
crity as they did betore, isfucha 
wonder as hiftory cannot fhew. No 
fuch thing was ever heard of in 
Afia, nor do I know that the two 
other parts of the globe have any 
example of it. But all over Europe, 
except Mufcovy and ‘Turky, it has 
been fo for this laft hundred years, 
and there has yet happened no mu- 
tiny on that account. It is no lefs 
unaccountable that valour, and ca- 
pacity for fervice fhould be made to 
confiit in fmug looks, and a certain © 
degree of tallnefs. If women were 
to raife and employ troops, | fhould 
not much wonder at fuch a choice ; 
but God grant our invincible Sul- 
tan an army of veteran foldiers, 
though there were not aman among 
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them above five feet high, or a face 
that would not frighten an enemy 
with the very looks of it! 


An Account of an Experiment of Jow- 
in — on a Subble, Ye by 
Mm Tichiffeli, Vice Prefident of the 


Occonomical Society at Berne. 


{Have hitherto been of the opinion 

generally received, that Lucerne 
requires a foil well manured, and 
properly prepared, a confiderable 
time before the feafon of fowing ; 
but as ] have made it arule, never 
to adopt any thing in matters of 
agriculture which I know not to be 
true, either from my own experi- 
ence or from that of others, whom 
I know to be intelligent and of va- 
racity, I laft fummer, 1763, made 
the following experiment. 

Thad a field containing fomewhat 
more than an acre, the foil of which 
I knew to be excellent, being nei- 
ther too ftrong nor too light. After 
having been well plowed and ma- 
nured, it had this year yielded a 
plentiful crop of wheat without any 
mixture of weeds. 

All thefe circumftances put toge- 
ther induced me to imagine, that I 
might, with fome probability of fuc- 
oe fow Lucerne upon this ftub- 

e. 

What farther encouraged me in 
this attempt was the knowledgeI had 
that this foil, of a middling nature, 
that is, neither too ftrong nor too 
light, was continued to the depth 
of about five feet. 

As foon as the fheaves were car- 
ried off, I caufed this field to be 
plowed in narrow furrows as 
deep as poffible. The fmall por- 
tion of darnel that was mixed with 
the ftubble was then picked out 
and the clods well broke. 

Finally, the land was laid very 
level with a heavy iron-tined har- 
row, after which fourteen pounds 
of Lucerne feed were fown broad 
caft, on the 11th day of Auguft, in 
calm weather, and the feed was co- 
vered by means of a light harrow. 
A mild rain which fell two days 


afterwards, greatly conduced to the 


fuccefs of my experiment. 


At the end of nine weeks the 
oung Lucerne plants were a foot 
in height, equally thick in all parts 
of the field; and fome good judges 
allowed, that they were as ine as 
any reafonable man could wih. 

1 fhall not, however, this autumn 
venture to cutit, being of opinion, 
that in order to ftrengthen the roots 
it will be beft to let the plants roton 
the ground, and to cover them 
till {pring either with ftraw or long 

ung. 

[if this Gentleman’s experiment 
fhould meet with fuccefs through- 
out, it will be a great inducement 
to Farmers fowing Lucerne, as 
what in general deters them is the 
great expence of preparing the land 
tor the reception of the feed. If, 
however, this ufeful plant can with 
any probability of faccels be fown 
after corn on a fingle plowing, it 
muit be deemed a great improve- 
ment; but we mult remark, that if 
the Englifh Farmer means to fow 
it after wheat, he muit fow his 
corn early that it may be early 
ripe. 


An Experiment to make Lucerne thrive 
in a poor Soil without Manure, by 
the fame Gentleman. 


J Cauled the turf of a worn out 

pafture, containing about half an 
acre of jand, to be raifed with a 
pairing plough. When the turf 
was half dry, it was piled up in lit- 
tle heaps, about two feet high. 
Each heap was then fet on fire with 
the help of fome faggots and dried 
peat turf. They were then covered, 
and the turf, in this manner infen- 
fibly mouldered. This is by much the 
beft method. 

The afhes of the burnt turf were 
afterwards {pread as equally as pof- 
fible over the foil, and the whole 
piece was dug at leaft a foot deep. 

After being laid level; the Lucerne 
feed was fown and harrowed in. 

Though this land was far from 
being of a good quality, having a 
mixture of a whitifh clay, yet the 
Lucerne profpered very well during 
the whole fummer. 

The feeds of the darnel were 
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burnt-by the fire, fo that the crop 
was not injured by this weed, and | 
had two:cuttings lait f{ummer. 

Thismethod may then probably. 
be-of great advantage to iuch Kar- 
mers as have lands of a like qua- 
lity.; ‘but as this work requires time, 
and is moreexpenfive than where the 
turf is motto be burnt, 1 will not 
venture abfolutely to recommend 
this practice, particularly as | am 
not yet certain whether this piece, 
though it has profpered fo well hi- 
therto, will continueto do io for 
any length of time. 


A parallel. beteween Alexander and a 
Highwayman. 


MAN: though asa rational being 
he has thought fit to itile him- 
felf the lord of the creation, is yet 
frequently the voluntary flave of 
prejudice and caftom ; the mott ge- 
neral opinions are often abiurd, 
and the prevailing principles of ac- 
tion ridiculous. 

It may, however, be allowed, 
that if in thefe inftances reafon al- 
ways appeared to be overborne by 
the importunity of appetite ; if the 
future was facrificed to the prefent, 
and hope renounced only for pof- 
feffion ; there would not be much 
caufe for wonder: but that man 
fhould draw abfurd conclufions, 
contrary to his immediate intereft ; 
that he fhould even at the rifque of 
life, gratify thofe vices im -fome, 
which in others he punifhes with a 
gibbet or a wheel, isin the highett 
degree aftonifhing ; and is fuch an 
inftance of the weaknefs of our rea- 


fon, andthe fallibiliiy of our judg- 


ment, as fhouid incline us to ac- 
cept with gratitude of that guidance 
which is from above. 

But if it is flrange, that one man 
has been immortalized as a God, 
and. another put to death asa felon, 
for actions which have the fame 
motive and the fame tendency, 
merely becaufe they were circum- 
ftantially different ; it is yet more 
ftrange, that this difference has al- 
ways been fuch as increafes the ab- 
furdity ; and that the aétion which 
expofes a man to infamy and death 
wants Only greater aggravation of 


guilt, and more extenfive and perni- 
cious eftects, to render him the ob- 
ject of veneration and applaufe. 
Bagfhot, the robber, having lott 
the booty of a week among his af- 
fociates at hazard, loaded his pittels, 
mounted his horfe, and took the 
Kentith road, with a rejolaution not 
to return till he had recruited his 
purie. Whithin.a tew milesof Lon- 
don, juit. as he heard a village cloclc 
{trike nine, he met two gentlemen 
in a poft-chaife, which he ftopped. 
One of the gentlemen immediarely 
prefented a piitol, and at the fame 
time a fervant rodeup armed witha 
blunderbufs. The robber, perceiv- 
ing that he fhould be vigorouily op- 
poted, turned off from the chaiie 
and difcharged a piiftol at the fer- 
vant, who inftantly fell dead from 
his horfe. The gentlemen had now 
leaped from the chaiie: but the 
foremoft receiving a blow on his 
head with the itock of the piftol that 
had been juit fired, reeled back a 
few paces : the other having fired at 
the murderer without fuccefs, ate 
tempted to difmount him and fuc- 
ceeded ; but while they were grap- 
pling with cach other, the villain 
drew a knife, and tiabbed his anta- 
gonift to the heart, He then, with 
the calm intrepidity of a hero who 
is familiar with danger, proceeded 
to rifle the pockets of the dead ; and 
the furvivor having recovered from 
the blow, and being impcrionfly 
commanded to deliver, was now 
obliged to comply. When the vic- 
tor had thus obtained the pecuniary 
reward of his prowefs, he determined 
to lofe no part of the gloiy which 
as conqueror was now in his power : 
turning, therefore, to the unhappy 


‘gentleman, whom he had plundered, 


he condefcended to infult him with 
the applaufe of confcious faperio- 
rity ; he told him, that he had ne- 
ver robbed any perfons who behaved 
better; and as a tribute due to the 
merit of the dead, and as a token 
of his efteem for the living, he ge- 
nerovlly threw him back a filling 
to prevent his being ftopped at the 
turnpike. 

He now remounted his horfe and 
fet of towards London: but at the 
turnpike, a coach that was paying 
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the toll obftruéted his way ; and by 
the light of the flambeau that 
was behind it, he difcovered that 
his coat was much ftained with 
blood: this difcovery threw him 
into fuch confufion, that he at- 
tempted to rufh by; he was however 
prevented ; and his appearance giv- 
ing great reafon to fufpeét his mo- 
tive, he was feized and detained. 

In the coach were two ladies, 
and a little boy about five years old. 
The ladies were greatly alarmed, 
when they heard that a perfon was 
taken who was fuppofed to have 
juft committed a robbery and a mur- 
der : they afked many queftions with 
great eagernefs ; but their enquiries 
were little regarded, till a gentleman 
rode up, who fecing their diftrefs, 
offered his afliftance. ‘The elder of 
the two ladies acquainted him, that 
her hufband, Sir Harrv Freeman, was 
vpon the road in his return from 
Gravefend, where he had been to 
receive an Only fon upon his arrival 
from India, after an abfence of near 
fix years; that herfelf and her 
daughter-in-law were come out to 
mect them, but were terrified with 
the apprehenfion that they might 
have ne ftopped by the man who 
had juft been taken into cuftody. 
Their attention was now fuddenly 
called tothe other fide ofthe coach by 
the — who — out ina uae 

rt of joy, ‘‘ ere is my grand- 
eet This was indeed the fur- 
vivor of the three who had been 
attacked by Bagfhot: he was 
mounted on his fervant’s horfe, and 
rode flowly by the fide of the chaife 
in which he had juft placed the body 
of his fon, whofe countenance was 
disfigured with blood, and whofe 
features were flill impreffed with the 
agonies of death. Who can exprefs 
the grief, horror, and defpair, with 
which a father exhibited this fpec- 
tacle to a mother and a wife, who 
expected a fon and a hufband, with 
all the tendernefs and ardour of con- 
jugal and parental affection ; who 
had long regre:ted his abfendée, who 
had anticipated the joy of his re- 
turn, and were impatient to put into 
his arms a pledge of his love which 
he had never fzen. 


A parailel between Alexander and a Highwayman. 


I will not attempt to defcribe that 
diftrefs, which tears would not hay: 
fuffered me to behold: let it fuffice, 
that fuch was its effect upon thofe 
who were prefent, that the mur- 
derer was not without difficulty con- 
duéted alive to the prifon ; and I 
am confident, that few who read 
this flory, would have heard with 
regret that he was torn to pieces by 
the way- 

But before they congratulate them- 
felves upon a fenfe, which always 
diftinguifhes right and wrong by 
fpontaneous approbation and cen- 
io ; let them tell me, with what 
fentiments they read of a youthful 
monarch, who at the head of an 
army in which every man became 
a hero by his example, paffed over 
mountains and defarts, in fearch 
of new territories to invade, and 
new potentates to conquer; who 
routed armies which could fcarce 
be numbered, and took cities which 
were deemed impregnable. Do they 
not follow him in the path of flaugh- 
ter with horrid complacency? and 
when they fee him delugethe peace- 
ful fields of induftrious fimplicity 
with blood, and leave them defolate 
to the widow and the orphan of the 

offeffor, do they not grow frantic 
in his praife, and concur to deify 
the mortal who could conquer only 
for glory, and return the kingdoms 
that he won? 

To thefe gueftions, I am confi- 
dent the greater part of mankind 
muft anfwer in the affirmative ; and 


yet nothing can be more abfurd 


than their different apprehenfions 
of the Hero andthe Thief. 

The conduét of Bagfhot and Alex- 
ander had in general the fame mo- 
tives, and the fame tendency ; they 
both fought a private gratification 
at the expence of others ; and every 
circumftance in which they differ, 
is greeny in favour of Bagthot. 

agihot, when he had loft his laft 
fhilling, had loft the power of grati- 
fying every appetite, whether crimi- 
nal or innocent; and the recovery 
of this power, was the cbject of his 
expedition. 

Alexander, when he fet out to 
conquer the werld, poffefied all that 

Bagfhot 
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Bagfhot hoped to acquire, and more; 
all his appetites and paifions were 
gratified, as far as the gratification 
of them was poflible ; and as the 
force of temptation is always fup- 
pofed proportionably to extenuate 

uilt, Alexander’s guilt was evi- 
pane greater than Bagfhot’s, be- 
caufe it cannot be pretended that 
his temptation was equal. 

Bat though Alexander could not 
equally increafe the means of his 
own Boma yet he produced 
much more dreadful and extenfive 
evil to fociety in the attempt. Bag- 
fhot killed two men; and I have 
related the murder and its confe- 
quences, with fuch particulars as 
ufually rouze that fenfibility, which 
often lies torpid during narratives 
of general calamity. Alexander, 
perhaps, deftroyed a million: and 
whoever refleéts, that each indivi- 
dual of this number had fome ten- 
der attachments which were broken 
by his death; fome parent or wife, 
with whom he mingled tears in the 
parting embrace, and who longed 
with fond follicitude for his return ; 
or, perhaps, fome infant whom his 
labour was to feed, and his vigilance 
protect; will fee, that Alexander 
was more the peit of fociety than 
Bagfhot, and more deferved a gib- 
bet in the proportion of a million to 
one. 

It may, perhaps, be thought ab- 
furd, to enquire into the virtues of 
Bagfhot’s character ; and yet virtue 
has never been thought incompati- 
ble with that of Alexander. Alex- 
ander, we are told, gave proof of 
his greatnefs of mind, by his con- 
tempt of danger; but as Bagfhot’s 
danger was equally voluntary and 
imminent, there ought to be no 
doubt but that his mind was equal- 
ly great. Alexander, indeed, gave 
back the kingdoms that he won; 
but after the conqueft of a kingdom, 
what remained for Alexander to 
ive? Toa prince, whofe country 

e had invaded with unprovoked 
hoftility, and from whom he had 
violently wrefted the bleflings of 
peace, he gave a dominion over the 
widows and orphans of thofe-he had. 
flain, the tinfel of dependent great- 
ne{s, and the badge of royal {ubjec- 


34> 
tion. And does not Bazfhot deferve 
egual honour, for throwing back a 
fhilling to the man, whofe pe:ion 
he had infulted, and whofe fon he 
had ftabbed to the heart? Alexan- 
der did not ravifh or maffacre the 
women whom he found in the tent 
of Darius; neither did honeft Bag- 
fhot kill the gentleman whom he had 
plundered, when he was no longer 
able torefift. 

If Bagfhot, then, is juftly dragged 
to prifon, amidft the tumult of rage, 
meraces, and execrations ; let 
Alexander, whom the lords of rea- 
fon have extolled for ages, be no 
longer thought worthy of a tri- 
umph. 

As the acquifition of honour is 
frequently a motive to the rifque of 
life, it is of great importance to 
confer it only upon virtue ; and as 
honour is conferred by the public 
voice, it is of equal moment to ftrip 
thofe vices of their difguife which 
have been miflaken for virtue. The 
wretches who compofe the army of 
atyrant, are affociated by folly in 
the fervice of rapine and murder ; 
and that men fhould imagine the 
were deferving honour by the maf- 
{acre of each other, merely to flat- 
ter ambition with a new title, is, 
perhaps, as infcrutable a mytitery 
as any that has perplexed reafon, 
and as grofs an abfurdity as any 
that has difgraced it. It is not, in- 
deed, fo much to punifh vice, as to 
prevent mifery, that I wifh to fee it 
always branded with infamy: for 
even the fucceffes of vice terminate 
in the anguifh of difappointment. 
To Alexander, the fruit of all his 
conquefts was tears; and whoever 
goes about to gratify intemperate 
wifhes, will Jabour to as Jittle pur- 
pofe, as he who should attempt to 
fill a fieve with water. 

I was accidentally led to purfue 
my fubjeét in this train, by the fight 
of an hiftorical chart, in which the 
rife, the progrefs, the declenfion, 
and duration of empire, are repre- 
fented by the arrangement of diffe- 
rent colours; and in wiitch, not 
only extent, but duration is rendered 
a fenfible objet. The Grecianem- 
pire, which is diftinguifhed by a 
deep red, is — but narrow line ; 
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becaufe, though Alexander marked 
the warld with his colour from Ma- 
cedonia to Eyypt, yet the colours 
peculiar to the hereditary potentates 
whom he difpoficiled, again took 
piace upon his death: & indeed, the 
gucition, whofe name fhal be con- 
nected with a particular country as 
its king ; is, to thofe who hazard 
hfe in the decifion, as trifing, as 
whether a fmali ipot ina chart thall 
be ftained with red or yellow. That 
man fhovld be permitted to decide 
fuch quc#ions by means {fo dreadful, 
is a reflection under which he only 
can rejoice, who belives that GOD 
enly veigus 3 and can appropriate the 
promiie, that all things jaall work to- 
gether for good. 


A comprebenfive View of Several 


L «ters which have appeared in the 


public Papers. 

T HE increafe of Papifts in, and 
! the refort of exiled Jefuits to 
this kingdom, have of late occa- 
fioned fome controverfy in the pub- 
lic papers : the zealous Proteitants 
have exprefied their fears for the 
confequences of the open profei- 
fion made of the Roman Catholic 
tuperitition ; and the others, more 
lukewarm, and the advocates for 
popery, have treated the whole as a 
chimera. This has occafioned the 
publication of the fubfequent re- 
prefentation made by the late Bifhop 
of Wincheiier, to the two Secre- 
taries of State, on the fubject of the 
Mass - House, near Havant, in 
Hiants. 

To bis Grace the Duke of Newcaftle. 


se I AM confident I fiand in need 
of no apology for laying be- 
fore your Grace the following par- 
ticularsin this critical juncture. + 
‘© According to my beit Infor- 
mations, there 1s a houfe, with a 
large chapel, built a few years ago, 
by one Morgan, a Popith Prieft, 
fituated in the manor of Havant, in 
Hants; which manor is held of me, 
as Bifhop of Winchefter, by one Mr. 
Moody, on leafe for three lives, and 


has been fo held of my. predeceffors 
from time immemorial. It is op- 
pofite to Lany ttone-Harbour, aad:is 
a building which might coit twelve 
or fourteen hundred pounds. 


** All the Papifts in and about: 
Portfmouth, and all whocome from 
abroad, or go abroad from thence, 
make no fecret of going to this 
chapel, and make generally a large 
congregation. There is fervice 
twice on Sundays, and regularly om 
holy days. Morgan died about three 
months ago ; arid there are now swe 
prielts belonging to this chapel. 
One is faid to be a man of fortune, 
of the Shrewfbury Family ; his name 
is Talbot. ‘The other, whofe name 
is Wyndham, was born at Rome, of 
Englifh parents. ' 

‘* When Morgan built this houfe, 
he cut down fix or feven trees be- 
longing to me, as Bifhop.of Win- 
cheiter: And Mz. Mant (the Un- 
der-Woodward) having heard of it, 
put the Bifhop’s hammer upon 
them as my property. But, note 
withftanding this, Morgan took the 
timber to his own ufe, and built a 
{table with it, faying, he had talked 
with the Bifhop about the affair, 
and, fettled the matter with him. 
And it might betrue thus far, that 
he came to me as one of the copy- 
hold-tenants of the faid manor, and 
requefted the trees.fo cut ; which I 

ranted to him, as I never deny 
uch-timber as. that was to the te+ 
nants. But I am fure 1 never 
{aw him, or fpake with, knowing or 
fufpecting that he was a priell, aad 
ofliciated in that chapel. : 

** One great reafon for givin 
you this interruption is, becaufe 
this houfe is more dangerous than 
any other houfe of the fame kind, 
by reafon of its fituation, which is 
fo perfectly convenient for fendin 
any perfons abroad with intelli- 

ence, or receiving any intelligence 
romabroad. At leaft. 1 feems 
true, that every thing poflible to be 
known by enemies 1n thefe parts, 
may be known in France, trom 
ILangitone - Harbour, in a few 
hours. 


5 


+ The Kingdom was at that Time threatened with a French Invafon, 


‘if 
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‘s If; L be not greatly mifinform- 
ed, I. have not. any legal authority 
lodged im me, either to prevent juch 
busidings, or to remedy the evil con- 
fequences,and. great abufe of them; 
orherwife I fhould have done it my- 
felf. .And. whether this affair par- 
ticularly merits the attention of the 
adminifration, I know no one 
who is a-better judge, on whole zeal 
for ous prefent cilablifhment will 
infuence him to act with more vi- 

our-in this,cafe, if thought proper, 
so yourfelf ; to whom I theretore 
fubmit. it, and beg leave to fub- 
{cribe mydelf, with great regard, 


S&C. &Ce 
B. WINCHESTER. 
N. B. The fame paper (muzaits 
aetany was delivered to Mr. 
itt. 


In the Gazatteer appeared ‘* A 
petition of the poor diftreffed wi- 
dows of fea-officers,” to the king, 
imploring redrefs of their grievan- 
ces, which proceed from miifapphica- 
tion of the menies from, what the 

nfions fettled upon them in the 
ate king’s reign arofe, whereby they 
have been curtailed of more: than 
half their allowance, intended for 
the fubfiftence of themfelves and 
dear children. They afk no exten- 
fion of their pention, only, from the 
royal compafion, a completion of 
it. A Lietitenant’s widow, they 
fay, has for fome years received no 
more than 8b. in heu of 30]. and 
they hope his Majeity will gra- 
cioufly condefcend to give atten- 
tion to their lamentable fituation 
and fufferings, and that the widow 
and fatherlefs will find in the hu- 
manity of their fovereign, that re- 
lief and. protection which mifappli- 
cation has: fo long and cruelly de- 
nied them. 

By the fame paper we are told of 
an unnoticed foreign articie {mug- 
gled into this-kingdom, viz. ‘* ‘The 
pack of foreign miftrefles or courte- 
zans, which are daily pouring in 
upon us, by the encouragement they 
meet with from the opulence, pro- 
fufion, and generofity of our tra- 
velling Britons. ‘Thefe women, 
(who exceed our own In no one qua- 


| 


lity but that of art and deceis) flock 


hither in purfuit of their prey, where 
they are iure to meet with a variety 
of tools, who prefer the growth of 
whatever is foreign to their own.” 
One of thefe wenches having in- 
fatuated a young gentleman jo far, 
as, contrary to all the intreaties‘and! 
cries of his father and friends, to 
refolve to marry her, fome proper 
advice 1s given to the father and 
fon relative to this vile profti- 
ture. 

Another writer in the Gazetteer 
propofes, in order to remedy the 
ener arifing from the great 

ificulty and expence attending ap- 
plications, on various accounts, to 
juitices of the peace in the country, 
that there be many more magif- 
trates; and for that purpofe, every 
gentleman of a fair charaéter and 
competent fortune, fhould be im- 
powered to act as ajuitice of peace; 
the icarcity and diftance of magif- 
trates being, in many parts, fo fe- 
verely felt. 

In the Public Advertifer a cor. 
refpondent iftrongly pleads for the 
making of falt-petre in England 
which 1s made in the fame {oils and 
climates as our’s; in Germany; 
France, Sweden, and Denmark, as 
weil as in Egypt, Turkey, and Ine 
cia. ‘* ‘Towards bringing it inte 
this country, there want only, he 
fays, men of judgment, who know 
how to chufe able men, and can 
furniih cafh enough to erect proper 
works, and to pay proper artiits and 
workmen, who, without doubt, can 
and will do the fame thing here as 
they now do elfewhere. The falt- 
petre works abroad bring in above 
30 per cent. profit to the owners; 
and there is no reafon why they 
fhould not be as advantageous in 
England, when carried on with the 
fame care, and brought to the fame 
perfection.” 

In the St. James’s Chronicle is 
an account of a famous fellow, 
who, fome years ago, exhibited his 
feats in Germany: He profeffed 
drinking fifty quarts of water in a 
day, and he really didfo. He faid 
he was an Italian, that he was fixty 
years Old, though apparently but 
forty ; he was fhort and fquat, his 
ciieit, face, forehead, eyes & mouth, 

very 
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very large. He was called the fa- 
mous Blaife Manfreete ; he per- 
formed at the fair of Francfort three 
times a day, and attended private 
houfes alfo. He called for a large 
bucket of fair warm water, and 20 
little glafs bottles, flat like cupping 
laffes, fo that they could ftand top- 
turvey. Some of thefe he filled 
with the water, plunging them into 
the bafket with a eood deal of cere- 
mony, and ufually fwallowed two 
er three to wafh his mouth and gar- 
gle his throat. He threw up the 
water again immediately, to fhew 
the {pectators, that he had no drugs 
between his teeth. After this plau- 
fible prelude, he made an Italian 
harangue. It latted about a quarter 
ef an hour, for which he had his 
reafons, and never omitted it. Af- 


‘ter this, he generally took off two 


dozen of his little bottles, which 
he filled from the bucket, and a 
moment afterwards returned the 
liquor through his mouth, which 
appeared red like wine ; and when 
he difcharged into two different 
bottles, it was red in one, and rui- 
fet, like beer, inthe other. As foon 
as he fhift d the bottles to the con- 
trary fide:, they changed their com- 
plexions ref{pectively to that of wine 
or beer, and fo fucceffively, as long 
as he continued vomiting ; but the 
water grew lefs diicoloured in pro- 
portion as he continued his dif- 
charge. ‘Then he ranged his two 
dozen of bottles oppofite to him on 
a table, and weed ay to every body’s 
view. Then he took an equal num- 
ber of bottles, plunged them into 
the bucket, fwallowed them too, 
and returned them in water very 
tranfparent, rofe - water, orange 
flower watcr, and brandy. The re- 
Jater fmelt the different odours of 
his liquors ; but he obferved that the 
flained water caine out firft, thofe 
with different odours next, and the 
brandy laft. He concluded the flo. 
venly exercife, with {wallowing 
fucceflively thirty or forty half 
glafles of water, always from the 
dame bucket. ‘Then {pouting it out 


again, he made it {pring up with an 
impetuofity like that of the ftrongetft 
Jet d'eau. He was {furprizingly 
followed, and had more x oe four 

hundred f{pectators ata time. The: 
relator accounts for thefe feats 

thus: ‘ He might have fome grains 

of cochineal in his mouth, fome 

pafte of carmine, or fome other co-. 
louring to tinge the water in its 

paflage. Perhaps before his per- 

formance, he fwallowed a bolus or 
two of Brazil-wood, Indian-wood, 
cochineal, or fome other pulvorized 
fubitance, proper to commuuicate 

the tin@ure, & the harangue afforded 
time to dilate the colouring in his 

ftomach. ‘To produce the brown 

or auburn colour, at the bottom of 
the veflel, into which he vomited 

his red water, he certainly put fome 

fpirits of vitriol, verjuice, juice of 
lemon, or other acid, which could 
never fail. He had, no doubt, be- 
tween his teeth fome effence patte, 

which contained the principles of 
the odours, which he communicat- 
ed to the water. He certainly could 
make fome very fmall paftils, which 
communicated his {cents, and per- 
haps thefe efflences were inclofed in 
fome gum, which the water he 
rinfed his mouth with, could not 
quite diffolve. 


Defcription of the White St. John’s 
Wort which grows in Barbary, 
as reprefented in the Plate. 


T is a fhrubby plant, and has many 

branches, two or three cubits high, 
bearing an afh-colour’d wool, with broad 
and deep indented leaves, black on the in- 
fide, and on the outfide white; but in 
thicknefs and growth, like the leaves of 
our Mugwort ; the bloffoms are yellow, 
like Grunfill, and vanifh at laft difperfed 
into a powder: This plant -is cherifh’d 
here moft for ornament of feveral gar- 
dens, and by a modern herbalift is call’d 
Cineraria ; that is, Afh- plant, and Jaco- 
bea Marina, that is, Sea-Saint- James. 
wort, becaufe it grows upon the fea- 
fhore, arid agrees with the common Jaco- 
bea, or Saint-James-wort, 
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SeLtect Pieces of Poerrry. 


The Universau Prayer, éy Mr. 


Pope. 


Ather of Ail! in ev'ry age, 
In ev'ry clime ador’d, 
By faint, by favage, and by fage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord ! 
Thou Great Firft Caufe, leaft under- 
ftood : 
Who ail my fenfe confin’d 
To know but this, that Thou art Geod, 
And that myfelf am blind ; 
Yet gave me, in this dark eftate, 
To fee the good from ill ; 
And binding nature faft in fate, 
Left free the human will. 
What confcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 
This, teach me more than hell to fhun, 
That, more than heav'n purfue. 
What bleffings thy free bounty gives, 
Let me not caft away ; 
For God is pay’d when Man receives, 
T’ enjoy is to okey. 
Yet not to earth’s contracted fpan 
Thy goodnefs let me bound, 
Or think Thee Lord alone of man, 
When thoufand worlds are round : 
Let not this weak unknowing hand 
Prefume Thy bolts to throw, 
And deal damnation round the land, 
On each I judge Thy foe : 
If Iam right, oh teach my heart 
Stillin the right to ftay ; 
If lam wrong, Thy Grace impart 
To find that better way. 
Save me alike from foolish pride, 
Or impious difcontent, 
At ought Thy wifdom has deny’d, 
Or ought thy goodnefs lent. 
Teach me to fee] another's woe ; 
To hide the fault I fee; _ 
That mercy 1 te others fhow, 
That mercy fhow to me, 
Mean tho’ I am, not wholly fo, 
Since quicken’d by thy breath, 
Oh lead me wherefoe’er I go, 
Thro’ this day’s life or death : 
This day, be bread and peace my lot : 
All elfe beneath the fun 
Thou know’ ft if beft beftow’d or not, 
And let Thy will be done, 


To thee, whofe temple is ali fpace, 
Whofe altar, earth, fea, fkies, 
One chorous let all being raife ! 
All nature's incenfe rife ! 


Elegy, on the Death of the late Rev. 


r. Young. Written by a Youth 
Chrif’s Hofpital - 


HY suburn locks, fad Elegy, un- 
7 bind, 
The friend of virtue and of fong expires ! 
Give thy loofe treffes floating to the 
wind, 
To worlds remote the heav’n-taught 
bard retires ! 
Go, Young, and thro’ the azure-mantled 
fkies, 
Upborn by Angels, wing thy happy 
flight ! 
From earth’s low fcenes to realms celef- 
tial rife, 
And tafte the gufhing ftreams of pure 
delight, 
If hoary age or piety could gain 
A refpite from the all.devouring ¢rave, 
That refpite firft cf men could Young ob- 
tain, 
But = nor piety from death can 


ave. 
Pale Death with equal foot relentlefs 
treads 
The fpiendid palace and the humble 
cot 5 
And great with good are ftretch’d on clay- 
cold beds, 
And fhare with Kings an undiftin- 
guifh’d lot. 
The haughty Victor frowns alike on all, 
The Hind, thePrince, the Serious, Light, 
and Gay. 
The fons of fin, and of this air-hung 
ball, 
Or foon, or late, muft own his iron 
{way. 
Death-ty’d the Tongue that bade tlie 
guilty paufe, 
No longer melts the fou! with truths 
divine : 
And Hands oft eloquent in virtue’s caufe, 
By the chill fide extended now re- 
cline, 


Thofe 
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Thofe Eyes, revolving wifdom’s facred 


page, 
In the long fleep are now for ever 
: feal’d’; 
But deathlefs thou fhalt bloom unknown 


to age, 

And with thy labours thine in day re- 
veal’d. 

Fond of their woe, the mute, poetic 


_ train, 
(For grief, like theirs, ill fuits with 
vulgar ears, ) 
Inachihg bofoms hide the deep-felt pain, 
Nor mourn his hearfe with elegiae 
tears. 
Nor me.befits the tafk ignobly bold, 
An humble vetary at the Mufe’s thrine; 
Ages unborn adoring fhall behold, 
And rapturous paint the energy di- 


Religion, give thy lamp again to burn. 
See! on the wings of lightening  fwift he 


flies, 
Ye meek-ey’d Seraphs hail him on the 
' 


way ! 
To reach the bleft abode on earth he 
- dies 


Secect Pitces of Poretry. 


IfI, 
Whofe mind with lowlinefs can fuit, 
Who makes in caves his dark abode, 
Is unrefiecting as a brute, 
Or felf-fufficient as a God. 
But care no defert can exclude, 
‘We haunt ourfelves in folitude, 
IV. 
Tranfported if our {pirits grow, 
Obeying wine or matic’s call, 
The higher at their rife they flow, 
The lower at their ebb they fall : 
And fineft wit affords delight 
As fhort as light’ning, tho’ as,bright, 
Vv. 
With knowledge forrows will increafe, 
It Solomon himfelf we hear : 
And who would grafp at ‘hopes like thefe, 


’ vine. a 3 And length of toil and watching bear, 
bid *Rich volume! rich in mature’s ample Merely by length of ‘toil to gain 
bye i ! lore, A farther ufury of pain ? 
| hie Rich volume ! thou fhalt confecrate his VI. 
umn, But friendfhip, that can fate difarm 
Nor — fong, the long-loft bard de-  pyerts in ie a pow’r divine ; , 
plore, 


Yet often impotent to warm, ) 
The meteor can no more than fhine : 
And nobleft friends fometimes we find 
Are cold, uneafy, and unkind. 
Vil. 
Love, when mutual paflions rife, 
Sweeteft happinefs beiow ; 


And pants to triumph in celeftial day, — Ais, 
Pity the only Happine/s. Lither cloy’d, or elfe but tafting ; 
HAT art thou, happinefs or *Tis no: great, or "tis not lafting. 
where ? Vil, 


In mirth, or wifdom of the mind ? 
In Hermit’s peace, or Heroe’s war ? 
To cots, or palaces confin’d ? 
In friendthip’s breaft, or beauty's eye ? 
In madnefs, or in piety ? 
Il 


Mifchance can reach the high enthron'd, 
Nor pow’r, nor fame, can fill the 
thought; 
This weeping Alexander own’d, 
And falling mighty Julius taught: 


‘ Art who than fulius hopes to rife 


More brave, more generous, or wife ? 


The madman, merry monarch, raves, 
While pleafing Phrenzy fooths his brains 
He wars and revoluticns braves, 
Of fear infenfible and pain : 
Yet friends the lunatic bemoan, 
Curft in misfortunes not their own, 
IX. 
Where piety, celeftial born 
Her genuine influence beftows, 
Unpointed is the iharpett thorn, 
And brighten’d is the faireft rofe, 
She care from greatnefs can exclude, 
And gild the gloom of folitude, 


* Alluding to the Night Thoughts, of which beavas the Author. 
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